stores of intellectual energy is quite alien to the ideologists
of capitalism. In spite of all its verbal subtleties and eta-
broideries^ the ideology of the defenders of the power of
the minority over the majority is essentially zoological,
The class state is built on the model of a zoo,, where
all the animals ajre confined in iron cages. In the class
state the cages., more or less skilfully constructed, are
ideas; they keep men divided and make it practically impos-
sible for them to develop a consciousness of the unity of
their interests, or the growth of a united, genuinely uni-
versal human culture,
Would I deny that in the Soviet Union the individual
is restricted? Of course not. In the Soviet Union the will
of the individual is restricted whenever it is inimical to
the will of the masses, who are conscious of their right
to build new forms of life., and who have set themselves
an aim beyond the power of any individual, even if he
be a supernatural genius. The advanced detachments of
the workers and peasants of the Soviet Union are marching
to their lofty goal, heroically bearing on the way a host
of personal discomforts and inconveniences.
The individualist insists on his fictitious freedom,,
on that accustomed independence he has been induced to
feel by centuries of education within his iron cage. The
cages in which the writers, journalists, philosophers, offi-
cials and the other smoothly polished parts of the apparatus
of the capitalist system are enclosed are of course more
comfortable than the cage of the peasant. His sooty and
dirty hut, his "private enterprise/"* keep him in a continual
state of self-defence against the caprices of the elemental
forces of nature and the tyranny of the capitalist state,
which pares him to the bone. Psychologkally., the peasants